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Pentagon Plan to Control Scientific
Data D1sputed
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In addition to the cancellation of| Mr. Sobieszczyk denied that the new
some papers, Defense Department offi- | restrictions conflicted with Dr. Mar-
cials also required people attending tin's policy statement because the re-
two dozen other presentations to prove | striction applied to ‘‘unclassified tech-

By DAVID BURNHAM
Special to The New York Times

‘WASHINGTON, April 8 — M

gln_e_eggg and scientific nssocxhanons
ma t e ts

Francis Sobieszczyk, a senior staff
" asssistant in the department’s Office of
Research and Advanced Technology,
made the assertion in an address at the
annual symposium of the Society of
Photo-Optical Instrumentation Engi-
neers in the Washington suburb of Ar-

. But an official of the American Civil
. Liberties Union said later that the re-
strictions were not in accord with the
laws the Pentagon official cited. -
The society was told by the Defense
lDeparunenthstweekthatitwwld
" have to cancel a dozen unclassified

i pupers scheduled tor pmenntion at

JRNES I A
tneweeklongcontemnee Material that
+ contains Government secrets is classi-

tenal that oontaim no secrets is ‘“‘un-
* classifi

: Coutrol Called Essential

Mr. Sobimyk said that increased
control of unclassified technical infor-
mation that might have military or
space applications was essential to pre-
vent such data from falling into the
hands of enemies of the United States.

But Dr. Lewis Larmore, president of

ment’s new restrictions

conflict with past policy statements of
senior Pentagon offi

Allan Adler, legislative counsel for

the Amencan Civil' Liberties Union,

who attended the symposium, said he

questioned the legal authority under

which the restrictions on unclassified

; research were being imposed... .

|~ mr. Somesmyksaidmemeenngof
. 500 photo-optic engineers and scientists
was the first professional gathermg on

kwhich .the ‘information _restrictions
were being imposed. If the restricting
was successful, he said, it would be ap-
plied to the meetings of other profes- | |
sional societies that deal with research
possiblly applymg to mllitary or space

. matters. .

SR TSN

business with the Government, and to |
certify that they would not export the
information presented.

The research by the 5,000 members -
of the photo-optic society is of special |
interest to the Pentagon, which pays
for much of the research, because of its
application to such areas as lasers and
the use of satellites to verify arms agr-
eeements.

. American Vacuum

In the last few years the Defense De-
partment has taken a number of steps
to'try to control audiences for papers
| presented to such tions as the
iety, the Amer-
ican Chemical Society, the American
Institute of Aeronatuics and Astronau-
tics, and the Institute of Electncal and

. tion Act and by a provision of the 1984

the society, said in a telephone inter-| '
vxewlaterthattheDefmeDepart ]

Electronic Engineers.
Mr. Sobieszczyk told the symposium
today that the new restrictions were

authorized by the Export Administra-

Defense Authorization Act that limits
release of technical information under
the Freedom of Information Act where
disclosure might reveal details that
might have military or space uses.

But Mr. Adler contended that that
provision of the Defense Authorization
Act ““does not give the Pentagon au-
thority to say that. unclassified re-
search papers cannot be presented at a
professional conference.”

Mr. Larmore, the society pmident,
a physicist with the Office of Naval Re-
search in Pasedena, Calif.a, said in an
interview, ‘“We are to cooperate
with Defense but we don’t want to
wreck the whole meeting.” . -

He also said he believed the nestno-
tions “‘conflict to some extent with the
Reagan Administration’s past policy.

Al.tttlelessthanayearagobr. Edith
W.. Martin, - Defense: Department

muty Under Secretary for Research
' Engineering, told a meeting of two
' House Science and Technology sub-

1 committees that the department would
! use normal classification procedures
‘ for controlling ‘‘fundamental re-
| search” done under contract to the
| United States Government.
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that they were associated with Govern- | nical data” and not ‘‘fundamental re-
ment programs or companies that do | search.” - -



